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being connected with the Lorraine-Luxembourg Comptoir in the
Thomas Roheisen Sales Office at Dusseldorf. In 1897 and 1898 the
competition from outside firms increased and the organization of
the syndicate weakened. An L'pper Silesian syndicate was established
in 1901-2, and in 1903 the Pig Iron Syndicate at Dusseldorf was
transformed into a limited company. The same year the Imperial
Cartel enquiry was held, but the syndicate not only continued but
extended its agreement w ith the Luxembourg group.
The Pig Iron Syndicate came to an end in 1908 after a life of
twenty-one years, mainly owing to differences between pure and
mixed works, but also to competition from outsiders. The success of
the iron industry then sharply declined and attempts were made to
reorganize the syndicate. In 1909 the price of German pig iron
No. Ill stood at 53 to 56 marks per ton, compared with 69 marks
before the dissolution of the syndicate.
In 1910 it was restarted as a limited company by the Rhenish
Westphalian section, and by 1912 the last outsiders joined and the
syndicate was complete. The Roheisenverband controlled about
97 per cent of the production of pig iron, grey iron, malleable
iron and spiegel and supplementary combines completed its
monopoly. It was one of the few cartels which persisted through
the war in 1914-18, when army requirements took precedence over
all others. The syndicate was prolonged till 1920, wrhen during the
post-war depression there was an enquiry by an Economy Com-
mittee, but it was, however, again prolonged till 1923.
In 1921-22 concentration of firms was exerting a profound
influence on the quotas of production. During the Ruhr occupation
in 1923 there were no supplies and at each renewal of the syndicate
difficulties occurred due to quota distribution. The Roheisenver-
band withstood, however, the unfavourable post-war conditions
while the German iron foundries were syndicated in the Verein
Deutscher Eisengiesserei.
Steel
Associations in the German, steel industry are of ancient date.
Tinplate combinations were formed in 1862 (the Koln Weiss).
For the most part the associations were limited in extent except
with regard to rails, girders, axles and fishplates, but in 1886 the
combination of German rolling mills included the whole country.
In 1893 the Coal Syndicate was formed, and cartels for pig iron,
semi-steel products, heavy sheets, rods, wire and Bails. In 1900 the